THE   UNMASKING    OF   LEVIATHAN"
everybody but as a privilege for selected emancipated spirits.
But, like everything else, this attitude was subject to the law of
diminishing returns. It became a commonplace, was profaned,
came into the streets.
Can we not understand the aversion and yet the hidden
sympathy of all these "free spirits" for Hitler? The secret ad-
miration? He has simply achieved wonders and is a "great man".
Is it not remarkable how much concealed sympathy, how much
loving hatred for Hitler there is in that particular sort of liber-
tarianism that indulged long before Goebbels in the idea of *'living
dangerously", in men who would imagine themselves to be men
of the Renaissance when they were unfaithful to their wives with
waitresses?
Nazism is the subtlest and most consistent attempt in history to
make political profit out of the evil in men and out of evil men. In
all countries there are creatures who take pleasure in torture, who
enjoy brutality and are ready to commit any cruelty. These
people, hitherto kept within bounds by the forces of order, by the
fear of the penalties of the civil and criminal law, and so prevented
from giving free play to their instincts, are now enticed from their
dens by the new gospel offeree, of the will to power and libertinism.
They are enticed by honours, promotions, and every satisfaction
of their particular lusts.
Thus there rises up a sort of world conspiracy of all the criminal
instincts and elements in man. Gangsters and men of ill repute
and criminals recognize one another at sight, and to-day there is a
great International of the criminal world, now all in politics. We
are perhaps only at the outset of a monstrous development.
Whither it may lead and what menaces it may involve for the
civilized world, no one can predict.
Of all the totalitarian regimes, Nazism is the only really
dangerous enemy of human society. The attempt to put Com-
munism into practice makes use of the means of absolute power,
but it is itself in the line of the European ideas of human progress
and of the liberating Enlightenment, and is still in the tradition of
the Western spirit. In its expansion of the doctrine of Socialism it
is the legitimate and perhaps the last continuation of the process
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